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Gladstone, who showed that only Roman Catholics were
debarred from holding the highest judicial, office of all.
Which it would be might be held a matter of doubt, but the
goal of Sir Rufus Isaacs' further promotion seemed ensured
by the rules of the profession and the laws of prescription.

At this juncture a disturbing incident supervened. Certain
statements were made in connection with Stock Exchange
transactions relating to the Marconi Company, and the
names of Sir Rufus Isaacs and other prominent persons in
the political world were introduced into the subject. It
soon became clear to impartial observers that there was
nothing in the affair to affect the honour and probity of
the Attorney-General. Expression to this deliberate opinion
was given by Sir Edward Clarke, who has been called the
Bayard of the Bar, on 6th May, 1913, at the annual dinner
of the Barristers' Benevolent Association at which Sir Rufus
presided. The quotation is from the Law Journal.

" Sir Edward Clarke, in proposing a vote of thanks to
Sir Rufus Isaacs for presiding, said : I am grateful for the
opportunity which has been given me of proposing a vote
of thanks to the Attorney-General for presiding at this
meeting. There have been during the last few months a
good many accusations hinted at and suggested, never
definitely made, against the character of the Attorney-
General. Now, the usefulness of our profession, and its
title to the privileges and repute that it enjoys, depend on
the maintenance in our ranks of a very strict sense of honour,
and I think the members of the Bar have been greatly
troubled by hearing such suggestions made against our
leader, and have followed with painful interest the course
of the discussion. It is a matter in which we are all con-
cerned. We share with the Attorney-General the duty of
maintaining the honour of the profession, although, of course,
it is upon him that the responsibility chiefly rests. Now,
I have read with care all that has been proved in this matter,
and I am satisfied, and I believe my brethren of the Bar
agree with me, that the charge of corruption or unfaithful-
ness to public duty has wholly failed. If I were not so
satisfied I should not be here to-day. I notice that bis